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behind them. In their medieval stage they were practically
training colleges for the church, law, and medicine. They were
founded before the great public schools, and, in fact, were
schools, since boys of fourteen were often admitted as students.
The aristocracy had not yet made up their minds that education,
except in the usual pursuits of a "gentleman," was worth while.
At Oxford and Cambridge the sons of the middle class were
numerous, and the sons of labouring folk were by no means
rare. After the Revival of Learning and the Reformation, the
idea gained ground that every well-to-do person ought to be
educated, though women were supposed to need less education
than men. A "liberal" education, which had little or nothing
to do with vocation, another form of the education of a
"gentleman," an education in which the classical languages
predominated, was the kind of education chiefly given at
Oxford and Cambridge in the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries.
When, however, the land-owning classes became the most
numerous type, the poor student became a tolerated addition,
or servitor. The wealthy students brought their social habits
with them, habits which were not consistent with serious study.
Intellectual decadence set in, and not until past the middle of
the nineteenth century were reforms initiated. In the twentieth
century, the two older English universities are reverting to a
position more like that of medieval times. They are again to
a considerable extent training schools—for persons intending
to become clergymen, doctors, lawyers, teachers, civil servants,
engineers, scientists, technologists, and business men.
Before the period of reform at the older universities began,
London and Durham had led the way in the creation of the
younger ones, and in the second half of the century this move-
ment spread rapidly, especially in the great cities, where univer-
sity colleges were established. These colleges were at first
mothered by the University of London, which examined their
students and granted degrees, but one by one they have become
independent universities.

